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The VYovage to South Ameriea.

The agents of an esteemed steamship
eompany doing a transportation busi-
ness between North American and South
American ports write to us to say that
they are “getting a little touchy” about
the matter of comment on the poor trans-
portation service to Brazil and the River
Plate. They complain of THE SUN'S
recent. reference to the steamer African
Prince as a vessel of 3,182 tons. This is
the tonnage of the vessel as given by
Lloyds. Our correspondents inform us

|

pay of a Brigadiér-General.” A second
wection is as follows:

“That all oMcers of Lthe army who are entitied to
be rettrbd simder this sct shall, in the discretion of
the Prasidens, b nominated and, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, be appointed as
oMcers with such advanced rank and be commie-
sloned accordingly.”

We don't know how many officers in or
out of the service a law 80 made would
affect. The well organized Adjutant-
General's office could supply the number
quickly, and the cost to the Government
could then be calculated. Compara-
tivaly few of the officers now holding
commissions who would profit by such a
Jaw can be under the rank of Colonel, and
as they were passed over by the Presi-
dent when he promoted their juniors and
subordinates to the great demoralization
of the servioce, it would seem to be an
act of justioe and one that would gquiet
discontent to give all the veterans the
compensation proposed by Senator For-
ARER. By virtue of the second section,
which authorizes immediate retirements,
Majors and Captains already gray in ser-
vice would move up a rank.

As the President has been in the habit
of selecting officers about to retire and
promoting them to Brigadier-Generals,
it will not escape notice that Senator
FOrRAKER'S bill not only urges the same
favor to all other such officers hit gives
the sanction of incontrovertible law to
Presidential action.

Trivmph of Indirect Taxation.

Comptroller GLYNN in his report for
the vear ended with September 30 dis-
closes the gratifying fact that in 1908-07
it cost $3,500,000 more to run New York
State than in any previous twelvemonth.
Nor is this all, for the Treasury has ac-
cumulated a surplus of $13,500,000, which,

that she carries a cargo of more than | with the sinking funds of $9,500,000, is
10,000 tons. ‘They add that they have | sufficient to pay all the debts of the
l State and leave a balance of $8,000,000

just despatched the Voltaire, with a car-
rying capacity of 16,000 tons, to the east
roast of South America and that they
will soon send out the Verdi, a new
steamter of more than 10,000 tons burden.
We gladly give wings to such cheerful
news,

Our interest in frade development in
South America is.not at all a mere doe-
trinal interest in apolitical policy, but
a live regard for commercial enterprise
and activity in a market which is open
to our people and in which our trade is
much less than it might be and should
be. If that trade cun. be developed
without Goyernment aid in any form so
much the better. If it cannot be or
is not properly developed without such
assistance we are in favor of the assist-
ance. We regard the proposed payment
to mail carriers as in this case at least
an excellent business investment A
proper mail and passenger service is now
of as much importance in commerce
a8 is an adequate freight service. We
are glad to announce an improvement in

' this freight service, but we are unable
yet to regard the system as entirely ade-
quate for existing needs. Theie will be
something lacking in our business with

{South America until there is installed |

a regular service which in all its parts
shall take equal place in the maritime

world with the lines now plying between |

that continent and Europe.

We already know that about a hundred
ships a year depart from North Ameri-
ean ports for the east coast of South
America sailing under foreign flags; but
we hold that the present service is in no

.way creditable to such a country as the
United States, It is not aservice of which
: an American can speak with even a proper
"pride. Wesaythis with all respect to the
honorable company which makes more
or less frequent despatch of such ships as
the African Prince, the Voltaire and the
Verdi. We should say it if the sailings
of such vessels were more frequent. In
1900 our sales to Brazil and the River
i Plate country were about $25,000,000.
Last year they were somewhat more than
twice that sum. During the same time
our imports from those countries in-
creased about 75 per cent. During the
fiscal year 1907 our sales to Brazil, Uru-
_guay and Argentina amounted to 854,
'275,000 and our purchases from those
lands amounted to $117,750,000..

Only an insignificant fraction of this
merchandise was carried under the Amer-
jcan flag, and our mails to those coun-
tries go by the way of Europe. This mail
route gives Europe a very clear advan-
tage over the United States in the trans-
mission of orders and the despatch of
merchandise. 1tis THE SUN'S belief that
this country can well afford to enable
some enterprising company to establish
a line of speedy and commodious steam-
ships to carry mails, passengers and
freight swiftly and comfortably to South
American ports and that it cannot afford
to be without such a line,

We trust that our esteemed if “touchy”
correspondent will permit us, as Ameri-
cans interested in the shipping and the
commerce of our country, to be a little
“touchy” on our side of this question,
We should like to see a creditable mail
packet line running to Rio de Janeiro,
Montevideo and Buenos Avres as well as
lines of owned or chartered tramps, what-
ever their size or the frequency of their
despatch. The fast express train and the
speedy mail boat are as essential in trade
and commerce to-day as are the freight
train and the bulk carrving steamer,

Yesterday the great Roosevelt Armada
sailed. How much more truly desirable
the Gallinger Argosy!

In the Interests of Veterans.

Mr. FOoRAKER of Ohio has introduced in
the Senate a bill that profoundly con-
cerns the army, and it has been referred
to the Committee on Military Affairs. It
provides that all officers below the grade
of Brigadier-General holding commis-~
sions in the Regular army or now on the
retired list who served “with credit” as
officers or enlisted men during the civil
war for three years prior to April 9, 1865,
and who afterward served continuously
in the Regular army for thirty or more
years "prior to April 15, 1801,” or who
have been or shall be retired on account
of wounds incident to the service or on
account of age or after forty years ser-
vice, may, “in the discretion of the Presi-
dent, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate, be placed on the retired
list of the army with the rank and retired

1

to tempt the next Legislature to new
OXLrAvAANCes,

How great the progress of New York
in costly government has been is not
realized by all. The annual appropria-
tions for 1881 were only $0.878,000. By
1802 they had increased to $13,540,000.
In 1893 the first appropriation was made
by the State for the care of the insane,
who theretofore had been charges of the
cities, towns and counties. This appro-
priation was $1.346,000. In 1905 it was
$6.500,000. Last year it was $5,850,000,
The total of the appropriations reached
$20,000.000 in 1596, and for 1906 it was
$26,978.028.

Thus in a quarter of a century the cost
of running the State has gone up by
nearly 200 per cent. That there has been
but slight popular complaint over this
enormous increase is due to the fact
that the revenues now come, and for
several vears have come, from indirect
taxation. If a tax were levied to meet
the expenditures of the State it is alto-
gether likely that the extravagance at
Albany would be restrained. It is the
greatest trinmph of indirect taxation that
itsa victims do not feel its burden until
the possibility of easy retrenchment has
long been passed,

Whittier.

JOHN GREENLEAP WHITTIER, the cen-
tenary of whose birth will be commem-
orated to-day, is, next to KEMERSON and
WHITMAN, our most distinctively Amer-
ican poet. It is true that his method of
treatment, the vehicle of his sentiment

‘ or thought, is not, as theirs is, original,

but is imitative; the themes, however,
which he best loved were indigenous and
racy of the soil.  His chosen fount of in-
spiration is native to New England hills.

Of Quaker ancestry and rearing, the
son of a farmer, WHITTIER was horn
and bronght up on the banks of the
Merrimack, and the blended influences of
heredity and environment were revealed
in his temperament and character. He
had the Puritan sturdy independence
without any of the Puritan’s narrowness
and harshness, His sympathies were
wide as well as deep. He saw in all men
brethren, and he strove with ardor to
promote their liberty and welfare. His
spiritual characteristic was a passionate
love of freedom, but it was freedom in
the largest sense—freedom from persecu-
tion, freedom from slavery, freedom from
convention, freedomn from creed.

WHITTIER was by no means what is
termed a highly educated man. Unlike
LoNGFELLOW, he owed nothing to uni-
versity training, nor was his mind en-
riched by foreign travel. He acquired
what common schools and academies
could give him, but for the most part he
was, like BURNS, self-taught, and, like
BURNS, it was after many falterings that
he learned to speak from the heart to the
heart. The majority of WHITTIER'S
earlier experiments in verse have been
long forgotten, nor indeed did they
deserve to,be remembered. His anti-
slavery po’ma are for the most part
destitute of beauty. His reform poems
have been called stump speeches in
metre. His perpetual repetition of
pietistic allusion or pious exhortation is
monotonous. His rhetoric is often com-
monplace. He was no master of rhythm;
the jingle of his seesaw rhymes is some-
times irksome to a cultivated ear. He
seems, indeed, to have been far from
blind to his own deficiencies, for he
speaks of himself! as one “whose rhyme
beat often Labor’'s hurried time,” and
in the Proem to his complete poems he
disclaims any power of uttering

“The old melodious lays
Which softly melt the ages through,
The songs of SPENSER'S golden days,
Arcadlan SIDNEY'§ sllvery phrase,
Sprinkling our noon of time with freshest momning
dew.”

But while it would be possible to cite
from WHITTIER examples of fustian,
flaccidity and even bathos it is also easy
to cull from him some of the sweetest
and noblest embodiments of lyrical grace
and beauty. These will be recognized
not only in certain exquisite hymns,
which are undisfigured by his customary
homiletics, but in many of the works
produced in the maturity of his genius,
such as “Snow-Bound,” “Maud Muller,”
“Barbara = Frietchie,” “The Witch's
Daughter,” “Telling the Bees,” “Skipper
Ireson's Ride,” “King V#lmer and Elsie”
and “The Tent on the Beach.” Consid-
ered as an artist his traits are simplicity,
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lucidity and tenderness; but when
wrought to fervor the Quaker bard was
capable of unsuspected strength, as
when he wrote:
“ Maddened by Farth's wrong and evil,
Lopd! 1 oried in sudden ire,
From Thy right hand, clothed with thunder,
Shake the bolted Ore”
Or this stanza from “The Rendition™:
“And Law, an unl d Ine, ®.
Rlood drunken, through the blackness trod,
Hoarse shouting In the ear of Goo
The blasphemy of wrong.”

As Warrnsr read and thought and
lived much of the old Quakerism that
had been bred in him disappeared; the
belief, for instance, in hell and in the
Messianic and Atonement machinery.
There is no proof, however, that he ever
assimilated the unteleological, unan-
thropomorphic explanations of things
which we owe to modern science; we
find in WHITTIER no trace of personal
absorption of the doctrines of the evo-
lution of man, the correlation of forces
and the development. of the universe
through its own inner potency. His
religion is a simple and trustful theism,
Thus in the “Eternal Goodness” hesays:

“1 know not where His tslands 17t
Thelr fronded palms In alr;
I only know I cannot drift
Beyond His love and care.”

And in the “Question of Life" he asks
in undisguised perplexity:

“1 am: but little more | know!
Whence came #* Whither do | go*
A centred seif, which feels and Is
A ery between the sllences.”

As a thinker, indeed, it is undeniable
that WHITIIER belonged to the pre-
scientific age. But even when science
and emotion shall have been fused in
the poetry of the future, he will still be
honored and cherished as a singer who
could reach and elevate the soul and who
believed in the upward progress, the
dignity and the rights of man.

ltojr-lvonnl‘_v and Evans,

“No fleet of such size,” said President
ROOSEVELT in his recent message, re-
ferring to the “practice cruige,” “has
ever made sich a vovage.” The state-
ment naturally saggests the expedition
of the ill starred ROJESTVENSKY. As
an achievement in steaming for seven
months to the Far East under the most
untoward conditions it was the most re-
markable in naval annals. The wonder
was that the Russian fleet ever reached
Tsushima and was able to take up a bat-
tle formation. Most of the mal‘la and
repairing had to be done in the open sea,
and the fleet carried only one chief naval
constructor, EUGENE 8. POLITVOSKY,
who went down with ROJESTVENSKY'S
flagship. 1t is from POLITOVSRY'S
diary, mailed to his wife from ports
of call, that we learn the appalling
difficulties under which the Russian
Admirai labored in obeving the ordes
of his august master to lead the fleet to
certain destruction. It never dropped
anchor even in French waters but to be
warned off until it arrived in Van Fong
Bay and.there prepared for its doom.
In Vigo Bay, on the Spanish coast,
ROJESTVYENSKY had to use stealth and
foree to 'get enough coal to proceed. The
authorities at Madrid gave him permis-
sion reluctantly to take on 400 tons and
posting sentries over the collier hawsers
he gave orders to them to shoot any one

up fleet of RosparvenskyY there can be
no comparison.

The President wss right when he said
that “no fleet of such size has ever made
such a voyage.” Even England, the first
of naval Powers, never sends a great
battleship flegt of the kind round a
continent and into waters thousands of
miles away for target practice. RoJgsT-
VENSKY'S voyage, as we have pointed
out, was notable only because he kept
his wretched ships afloat and together
with incompetent officers and mutinous
crews to sail them,

If you do things in the department to which you
are slected according to the common senge view
which you may have you are lable to Indictment
tor vh"-ﬂlc ihe COharter. - Compérailer MwTn.

Yet this doss not prove the Charter to be
in the wrong.

By the evidenoce of statistics the public
lectures given by the city Board of Educa-
tion are appreciated. Dr. Henay M. Leie-
ziaxr, who supervises the courses, reports
that last year 540 speakers in more than
5000 lectures addressed 1,141,447 persons.
The supervisor suggests that the courses
might well be organized, examinations held
and oertiticates given, so that the work done
“may be delinitely recognived and rewarded
by the colleges and universitios.”

I have not studied Onance myself. My own

experience has been Umited to trying (0 meet my
own obligations.— Senator BEN TILLMAN.

Most persons are in the same boat with
him. The Senator's ignorance of the sub-
ject does not prevent him from making a
long apeech in the Senate upon the efforts of
Secretary CORTELYOU to avert widespread
disaster during the late panic.

1 pity the man who will be his (President ROOBE
VELL'S) sucoessor. It has become harder and
harder to #ll the position. GROROE WARNINGTON
could no more Ml the Presidency to day than that
of the poet laureate of England, Nelther could
President Linvoowun. They were uunl to the da
in which they lived. but conditions mre mue!
harder - The Rer. Dr. ROBERT S. MACARTRUR.

! WasHINGTON did his beat in the critical

time for constitutional government that
followed his first inauguration in 1789, and
LiNncowN as the civil war President was
a respectable figure; but it must be ad-
mitted that neither one of them could find
time for long absences from the Executive
office for visits to the tropics, for hunting
dangerous wild beasts, ‘Ior writing books
of adventure and for personal controversies
with naturalists in the magazines. From
that point of view Mr. RoosEvVELY i8 indis-
putably a smarter and readier man, and
deserves the distinction bestowed upon
dim by discerning admirers like Dr. Mac-
ARTHUR,

WASTED POLICEMEN.

L nnecessary Watching at the Bedsides of
Dying Persons.

To e Epitor or THE SUN~Sir: | have
been a hospital doctor for nearly thirty years.
During this time of course many, very many,
suicides have cowme under my observation.
It is & criminal offence Lo make an attempt
on one's own life. Of course this provision
of law is of no avail except perhaps to pre-
vent feigned attempis. No one who actually
tries 1o kill himseif expecis (o fail, »o no real
attempt at suicide is likely to be prevented
by the law. But many unfortunates do fail
in their efforts and many of them hecome
hospital patients for duys or weeks hefore the
final issue of their efforta is determined.

Now, all of those to whom 1 refer—and in
the course of a vear they are many —are hed-
ridden, and they are in many cases too ill for
long periods of time to justify their transfer
to |1n- “osge” at Bolleviue, where several may
be confin tofuhrr under the guardianship
of a single policeman.

The unsuccessful remain in their dwo-llin?
places or in hospitals for varying periods o
time, prisoners, in charge of the police
Thus, for instance, there is now under my
eare in A hospital a patient who i= absolutely

who interfered until he had obtained | certain to die from the effects of poison. She

80 tons. In the French
the officials were “personally courteous”
but “officially cold,” and ROJESTVENSKY
had to disregard their orders to move
on, declaring at Gaboon, for instance,
that his ships were damaged and could
not sail. This may have been true, for
POLITOVSRY writes in his diary:

“There are continual mishaps 1o (he
ships. One gets sand In her sen valves
sixty miles off shore: she must have seraped a shoal,
Another gets hot bearings, aud the whole fleet ks
stopped; another breaks her condenser; another
smashes her propelier blade: anothier breaks her
piston rod; with most of them the steering gear
Is continuaily getting outl of order
structors are in demand night and day *

varlous
although

Nuval con

The crews of some ships were often on
the verge of mutiny, and on none could
strict discipline be preserved. In Feb-
ruary there is this sinister item in the
diary:

“A transport, the Malay. Is Lagely loaded with
lunaties, She is aboul o return to Russia with
tunaties, drunkards, Invallds and men deported
for erimes. The crew are all hard eases, heach
combers and the lke, picked up in the Madagasear
ports. Al the ofMeers earry loaded revolvers; a
mutiny breaks out among the lunatfes and other
prisoners, then ameng the erew: (he offeers sup
press It with much slaughter

The officers, realizing that only a

shameful defeat was to be expected on
the day of battle, neglected their duties,
gambled for high stakes and drank deep,
When the Germans among them cele-
brated the Kaiser's birthday “they
drank so much that they remained
drunk two dayvs,” wrote poor PoLir-
vosky. On the long voyvage the ships’
bottoms became almost incredibl$ foul,
“We shall arrive in the East with dirty
ships and the Japanese will meet us with
clean ones,” was set down despondently
in the diary. POLITOVOSKY, to illustrate
the ignorance of the officers, writes in
one place: “Yesterday I heard a wordy
qua:rel among the Lieutenants about
how many stokeholes and boilers there
are in this flagship.” On the eve of
battle ita officers sat long at table drink-
ing and singing. The following’ day
nearly 1,000 officers and 12,000 men per-
ished by shot and shell and drowning.
No parallel can be worked out between
the voyages of the fleets of RoJgsrt-
vENSKY and Admiral EVANS, not even as
to the time taken, if we suppose that the
American fleet goes no further than San
Francisco, which the President speaks of
guardedly as its destination in his mes-
sage. Infour monthsandahalf Admiral
Evans ought to run in through the Golden
Gate. ROJESTVENSKY was seven months
getting to Van Fong Bay. Admiral
EvaNs will be welcome at his five ports
of call and nothing he needs will be with-
held from the fleet. He will be able to
coal at leisure and take his time about
repairs. There is no enemy to encounter
in the voyage through the Straits of
Magellan or ™ the open sea. His ships
are well provisioned and everybody will
have comfortable quarters. The disci-
pline on board is perfect, and officers and

African ports |

14 80 feeble that she cannot possibly get out
of bed; days have elapsed since she 100k
woicon and other days are likely (o alapse
wiore she will die. During all this time she
reguires in the hospital, and constructively
though not actually at her bedside, the ser-
vices of three policemen u day to see that she
does not escape. During all these dayvs, and
they are likely to be many, three policemen
“pend their working hours loafing about the
hospital, doing no good to anvbody, more or
less of a nuisance, and withdrawn a8 com-
pletely from real service to the commmnuniiy as
if they were on a holiday. When the patient
dies they will disappear. If a patient recov-
ers he 18 taken ore A Magwstrate, who
alwavs dismisses him.

These cases are really numerous. lLast
week | had two others of this kind. I8 there
no way to stop this absurd diversion of the
police from active service” G. L. P

NEw York, December 16,

Two Speeches.

Torne Eprror or TRE SUN-—Nir: Further-
more, when Mr. Frank Black made that mem-
oruble speech in Washington, Theodore Roose-
velt sat under the shadow of his long arm.
Yet a few short weeks later he chose Mr. Biack
a8 the orator who could maest graphically set
forth the bheauties of Kough Rideriam. So
much for consistency, the jewel, in high places.

Brack axnp WHiTe

New Yonk, December 18,

The Warmth of Denver's Welcome,
From the Denver Republican,

While the city might have worried along
without the meeting, now that it is assured
we will all take pride in seeing to it that the
repute of the city in such affairs i more than
sustained

From Beyond the Paci fic.

Hemp is a Phliippine natural monopoly . It can
not he grown profitably In any other part of the
world. The Unlted States (s the largest eonsumer.

Manlia I8 to have a big carnival the frst week
In February, 1008, to bring together the people of
the different islands of the archipelago as well as
cltizens of the nelghboring countries and colonies,

The cocoanut estates In the Federated Malay
States are worth about $20,000,000, say s L. C. Brown,
the ofMelal In charge of the plantations.

On October 1, with the completion of the pur-
chase and transfer of the Kwansal and Sangu rall-
ways by the Japanese Goverament, the natlonall-
zation of the rallways of Japan was completed and
the revised freight and passenger traffo went into
effect,

Japanese spinning companies oumber forty-
three, all of which are working. The monthly out-
put of yarn Is about 80,000 bales, using 37,500,000
poundsof raw cotton, congisting of 16,500,000 pounds
of Indian, 10,000,000 pounds of American, 9,500,000
pounds of Chinese and 1.300000 pounds of other
growths,

The Chinese Imperial Telegrdphs took in §1.-
597,178 in 1906, of which $840.587 was net profit on
a working caplial of only 81,252,000,

Construction of the Chinese Government's cement
works at Soo Tong Wel, on the Isiand of Honan,
has begun. The capacity will be 500 barrels a day.

Hongkong's public service for 1908 fscal year
will cost S4902058. Publlc works will consume
$1.000,000. The Governor's ofice costs $77,124.
Polloe and prisons need $600,138, and education Is
allowed $200020. Pensions absorb $198.000, and
the sanitary department $446.2368,

The Pekin Electric Company Is 10 construct
atreet rallways in the Chinese Empire. The capital
of 1,000,000 tacls has been subseribed by Chinese.

Farmer Endows Lectureship.
Valley Clty correspondence St. Paul Dispatch.

Wednesday Thomas L. and Sarah Hazelett of this
clity executed papers whershy they settied $10,000
on Wesley College of Grand Forks to endow a
lectureship. Mr. and M. Hazelett, old settiers In
Harnes county, have become very well to do through
farming. and have long wished to show thelr ap-
preciation of the effort belng made by Dr. Robert -
son o bulld up Chrisdan education through the
establishment of Wesley College at the State Uni
wersity, Grand Forks. The purpose of the endow-
ment Is to establish the Wazelett lectureship, the
lectures 1o be devoted to the promoilon of Christian
cducation.

A Dedaction.
MotherYen, dear, Santa Claus is out ail night.
Tommy «Gee, what a handsome present Mrs,
Santa Claus must geu

FRANCE'S NAVAL: ABDICATION.

B e r
Deopending on England’'s Friendehip, She is

Deorensing Her Son Power.

On November 20 the French Chamber.
alter disoussing for two dayw the exoeed-
ingly alarmist report ahout the navy drawn
up by M. Chaumet and sanotioned by the
Naval Estimates Committee, expressed its
oonvioction “of the necessity and urgency of
a general reform,” and invited the Govern-
ment “to prepare as quickly as possible,
with the aid of an extraparliamentary com-
mission to be appointed for the.purpose,
an organic naval law.” An “organic law”
means in this reference a law fixing the
naval standard of the country for a long
period, and insuring ite maintenance by
placing it beyond the reach of party fluo-
tuations. In other words, the existing
Parliament would tie the hands of its suc-
osssors by conferring on its own plans and
estimates an irrevocable authority, almost
.‘noift.hqweuembodldlncMMM-
tion. .

This resolution of the French /Chamber
seems swange in a period when opportun-
ism is the prevailing characteristic of naval
budgets all the world over. The strength
of any one fleet is relative to that of other
fleets. What is adequate this year may &
year hence become inadequate, or else per-
hape exceasive, owing to changes ocourring
elsewhere. All nations are building so rap-
idly that this relativity has nelver been so
important as it is to-day. The pfoportionate
value of a naval force varies too, of course,
with the state of international politios. A
new alliance may entirely alter it. More-
over, naval construction is now in such a
continual flux that the time would appear
particularly unpropitious for long range
programmens. Uermany, it is true, adopted
in 1898 an “organiclaw " for her navy, but that
was a piece of domestic political strategy,
adopted in conditions—-as, for instance, that
of a semi-absolute jmperial Power -which
have no pdrallel in France, and the German
law bas not in practice been at all “organic.”
On the contrary it has twice already. in 1902
and 1908, been fundamentally modified, and
it is on the eve of a third violation.

Indeed, the French resolution would
scarcely be explicable~if it were serious.
It is nothing of the kind. It masks a polit-
ical comedy of the first order. The pro-
moter of the “organic law” idea is that
indefatigable naval agitator Admiral Bien-
aimé. The Admiral has a contemptuous
distrust of political gontrol of the navy, and
would therefore' rather have that control
concentrated into a single dose than exer-
cised from day to day. And he doubtless
hopes that considerable concessions could
be wrung from Parliament when it had to
face the prospect of irrevocably determin-
ing the sea fate of the country for a genera-
tion or so. The Admiral’s reasoning is com-
prehensible, though it may seem to exhibit
the rashness of despair. Rut the attitude
of the parliamentary majority in indorsing
his scheme exhibits yet more evidently the
hallmark of perfidy.

M. Chaumet's report on the naval budget
and the debate théreon brought out such
facts as these: the French navy has sunk in
recent years from the second to the third
place on the interngtional list, and in the
near future it is destined to sink to the
fourth, if not lower still. During the last
seven years, as appears by a report of M,
Chaumet's speech in the debate, the naval
expenditure of several other countries has
increased in the following percentages:

Ttaly . 44 | Spain . a3
Sweden W Brazil, ..ol 138
Austria Hungary 3| Germagy .......... 7
Japan 97 ) England = 24

The increase in Franoe has been only
@ per cent.

The expenditure of Germany in 1908 will
exoeed that of France by $20,000,000. In
1006 our own naval appropriations were a
little more than $100,000,000; in 1908 a little
more than $102,000,000; in 1907, if President
Roosevelt'srecommendation is adopted, they
will be considerably more than $110,000,000.
France meanwhile is voting $60,000,000.

Even of the modest sums voted in France
not more than one-fifth in the last four
years, according to Admiral Bienaimé, has
been expended on construction. The rest,
he declares, has been swallowed up by
parasites,

In these circumstances the fact that
France is rapidly losing her place in the
international competition ceases to be sur-
prising.

Surprising to foreigners, however, may
be the tame acquiescence of the country, so
far as can be judged from press comments
on the naval debate, in this decline. The
violent journalistic campaign which was
prosecuted the other day for the efficiency
of the army is not repeated on behalf of
the navy. The army of course is France's
first line of defence, and even by that very
large number of contemporary Frenchmen
who though not anti-militarists are at heart
non-militarists, regarding the upkeep of
armed force as an evil, though still recog-
nizing its necessity -on land at least —de-
fects in the first line are not readily con-
doned. But the French vibw of naval mat-
ters ia quite different, especially since the
entente with Great Britain came into being.
Ail through history, indeed, fear of Great
Britain and nothing else has forced the
French against their wills to be a naval
people

To return to the Chamber’s resolution of
November 20. It is evident, as the Tempa
has pointed out, that an “organic law” is
animpossibility in France.  In France there
in no semi-absolute imperial authority to
insure the integrity of such a law. “Parlia-
ment governs and it is always free to ex-
presa its will at any moment.” The suppo-
sition of future Parliaments consenting to
be bound by the redolutions of a predecessor
is grotesque. If Admiral Bienaimé is not
aware of this, the majority of his
parliamentary colleagues ocertainly are.
And in expressing approval of his scheme
they were simply avoiding a proposal, as
the Temps again implies, to increase the
naval estimates on tha spot. “Even if it
were feasible,” says the Temps, “an ‘or-
ganic’ law could not restore our mavy to
its place on the international list.” Money
and nothing else can do that. Instead of
$60,000,000 France would have to vote
$150,000,000 at least to recapture her former
rank. The Chamber, permeated by sparing
instinots and keeping a shrewd eye on the
utility of the British entente, has no inten-
tion whatever of voting any such sum. In
short, France is voluntarily abdicating her
place as a naval Power. 1f her Parliament
should vote an “organic law" the parsi-
mony of its provisions would undoubtedly
cause heartburnings to Admiral Bienaimé
and his friends. Moreover, the voters would
surely expect their successors to wodify the
figures as they pleased.

In the last few years a suspicion has
sometimes been expressed in France that
perfidious Albion had as usual got the better
of the deal in the entente. British support,
did not seem to amount to much in the
Moroccan crisis, and a0 on. But there is
another side to the question. France is
exhibiting a growing tendency to rely on
British strength everywhere except in her
military defence against Germany Last
year, for instance, she notably reduced her
colonial forces in Indo-China and elsewhere,
and even those who oriticised the manner
in which the reduction was effected admitted
that the principle was justified, “in view of

4

Tem pa soems %0 hint at these guestions—are
these: What if the entente with Great Britain
should cease? And what if Great Britain
should begin t6 object to France's naval
and colonial economies? It will be remem-
bered as a somewhat analogous oase that
Russia at’one time objected strenuously to
French military siackness.

All that can be said at present is that so
far, judging by the comments of the London
press on the debate in question, Great
Britain is willing to let her friend be aw
sconomical as she chooses.

THE NEW BUILDING CODE.

Shenld Be Adopted as It Stands Witheut
Submitting 1t te the Aldermen.

To rax Eb1ror oF THE SUN—Sir: The New
York Chapter of the American Institute of
Architects is, I believe, the first professional
body to express an opinion on the draft for
a new building code that is now before the
Board of Aldermen. At a meeting of the
chapter last Wednesday the revision Wwas
indorsed without a dissenting vote and a com-
mittee was appointed to urge its adeption.
A deliberate judgment from a quarter such
as this must be accepted as not only com-
petent. but altogether unprejudiced, for as a
class architects have no proprietary interests
likely to be affected by the code.

The character of the objections raised else-
where against the revision tend to confirm the
impression that the authors of the deaft bave
done their work in a disinterested manner.
Some owners of high priced sites downtown
urge that to limit the height of buildings
would decrease the value of their hold-
ings, but concede that the restriction would
profit other land owners by extending office
cqnstructions over a wider area. Again,
wome fireproofing manufacturers complain
that the new code would shut them out of
the New York market. On the other hand,
the code is said to authorize the use of stand-
ard materials now prohibited, with the result
of giving builders a wider selection than they
have at present.

There seems to be no question that the
draft has N r»nnr wolely with refe
erence to the welfare of the community at
large. ence, in view of the larger discre-
tionary power conferred by the Charter
on the auperintendents of buildings in the
various boroughs, would not private as well
as public interests be better served by having
the code adopted as it stands than by sub-
mitting it to the political tinkering of the

rd of Aldermen?

Nection 410 of the Charter says:

Fach superintendent of bulldings shall have

wer, wltrm approval of the President of the

orough * * * to vary or modify * * *
provision of this chapter or of any Ollnll:r law or
ordinance relating to the construction. alteration
or removal of any bullflng or siracture erected
or to be erected whihin his Jurisdiction * * *
where there are practical difficulties in the way
of carrying out the striot letier of the law. so that
the spirit of the Iaw shall be observed and public
safety secured and substantial justioe done.

This aweeping power remains und iminished .
By its exercise any provision of the new
code may evidently be changed on behalf
of substantial justice, and a change once
made in order to meet the requirements of
equity in a particular instance becomes a
matter of public record and “may bhe cited
as & precedent.”

NEW Yorx, December 16. M.

A VISION OF JUDGMENT.

Cataclysmie Sympathy of Nature With a
Great Convulsionnaire.

To TRE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: On a
certain morning in June, 1008, it seemed to
men that the end of the world was undoubt-
edly upon them. About 1 o°clock in the
afternoon a cloud of a very unusual shape
and size suddenly appeared above the horizon.
Its appearance might be likenead to that of
A gigantic letter H. In it there appeared
luminous spots, as though it were more or
less impregnated with smouldering flames.
Soon this cloud spread over the whole face
of nature and semi-darkness supervened.
With its spread an increasing heat was felt.
Now and anon blinding fashes of lightning
played through the misty vapors that per-
vaded the atmosphere and terrific orashes
of thunder resounded.

The whole earth seemed to shake and rock,
great chasms opened in its crust, the sea
receded from the shores of the continents,
whole mountain ranges toppled over or sank
tnto the bowels of the earth, and great rivers,
their waters red with blood, were chang
in their courses. The great steel skyscrapers
of the metropolis, the Singer Building among
them, collapsed like so many bird cages in
a giant's hands. Broad sheets of flame shot
heavenward from the débris, and the terrors
of fire were added to those already rampant,
Save for the flames, a deeper darkness pre-
vailed than in the thickest night. The sea
now resurged and a great tidal wave swept
over the land, w)m‘- eting the destruction
and drowning out all remaining life.

At fisst men were dazed, Then a wild
panic ensued. The groans of the injured
and dying and the shouts of the frenzied
mob swelled the awful din.  Bedlam reigned,
and men, women and children were heaped
towether in masses. Smothered hy sach
other and by the noxious fumes with which
the whole atmosphere was permeated, licked
up by flame or swept up by the waves of the
sea, whole legions perished like rats,

he reason of this horrid cataclysm. this
awful holocaust? The Republican national
convention of 1908 had been held and an-
other than Teddy had been nominated for the
Presidency. A CJ
BrookLYN, December 135,

THE POET MAYOR,

A Statesman Whoe Used to Make Shoes and
Now Makes Feet,

To Tae Eprron o THE BUN-Sir: Our
Mayor-elect is not, strictly speaking, a poet.
He is rather a well to do business man who
sometimes takes & flyer in the muse market,
as New Yorkers do in the Wall Sireet swir |
In his “City Songs and Country Carols,™
which embraces 241 different titles, the prac-
tical predominates. By way of illustration,
onoe at the end of a long series of successes
in the political arena he was defeated, upon
which he wrote

Where are the men, hoth youpg and old,
Whose smile and hand clasp T 80 need”

I pause to think, my beart grows cold;
Why, this Is horrible indeed!

But the prospect of future triumphs was
ever alubricant to his muse:

1 have had more than comes to many mortals,

So my best instincts with emotions swell;
And tho' thro' wealth’'s and fame's Imposing

portals
1 have not passed, | have been used quite well,
The future holds but promise, too. We
have great expectationa from his efforts in
his coming position:
But of the :nn-n things we have cherished ana

lann
We rakr a far different view-
The thlnfn we feel sure will eternally stand -
The thingsd we are going to do.

We haston to semnd this to you because we
fear that you may not have the opportunity
of forming a correct estimate or the man
in the examination of his muse. Tug S
shines on Lynn, as it does on other cities in
this country, sometimes with the heat of its
rays peroeptibly chilled by distance, and at
&I er times warm with midsummer intensity.

ar " " MATOR ELRCT FORTES & Abarooming
year AYOR~ y RTER'S ADMIRERS,

: Lyxx, December 14, -

Hope tor the Baid.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN-Sir: Nixey for
mine on those squawks and snorts about no chance
to prevent premature baldness! Listen and get
wine:

For years | fell for remedies to stop my hair trony
coming out and 8o on, Wil “I wok four bottles of
your medicine for catarrh, now I have a banjo,”
was my case procisely. Here's the dope:

Submerge the head in cold water dally, rub quite
dry, then pour small amount of olive oll oa top of
bealnery, rub In, and there you are. Try It and
Kot happy.

Oh, yes, avold short beds and tight updershirts,

p"unluln, December 15, E. F. Burke.

Howling Wolf's Mission.
From the Geary Journal,

Howling Wolf, a Cheyenne, rastied Into Geary the
other day and asked for a copy of the State Constl-
tution, saying that he wanted (0 read It and teach
his people how to become good and useful clilsens,
Hurrah for Howling Wolft

"Tis Ever Thas.
1 want to know by what mischanoce,
By what queer twist of fate, -
it's cold epough to freeze the pipe
But makes no lee to skate,

THE QUAKER POET.

C———— e e
Observations Suggested by the whittier
Centenary.

To rur Eprror or Tax Sux —Sir:  With the
centenary of Longfeliow's birth but a few
monthe past, weare this w commemorating
Whittier, born December 17, 1807. Perhaps
the most interesting aspect of these anniver-
saries is less the direct consideration of the
individual poets than, through that conaidera-
tion, the sidelight directed upon the place,
influence and achievement of the poetio art
in the life of the American people. One hears
it said that poetry belongs to the dead past,
and has no future: the occurmnce within the
space of & yoar of two such likerary anniver-
saries, observed so generally and with such
genuine enthusinsm, evokes the haif exaitant
reply: “She is not dead, but sleepeth.

Was it not Whipple who first oritically ana-
iyzed the working of imagination in our na-
tional life, showing that our first poets wers
the ploneers, our sarliest bards the builders’
The conception, then a truth, became a tru-
ism; to-day the observation, trite and tire-
some, is outworn and belongs on the rubbish
heap—where would, having survived its use-
fulness, it might be buried and forgotten!
For we have had poets: we have poeta to-day
(if they are marchpane poets, it's that kind
of an age). and greater we yet shall surely
have. And best of all, we have alwayws, in
the phrase of the Autocrat, “the poets who
only read and listen"—and who celebrate the
anniversaries of the poets who have written
0O thou who art able to write a book,” rhap-
sodically apostrophized Carlyle, “which onco
in the two centuries or oftener there is a man
gifted to do, envy not him whom they name
City Builder, and in®xpressibly pity hin
whom the wno Conqueror, or Uity Burner!
8o our Aldrich: “The sacredest of tombs are
t » that held your poets.” The ple be
lieve it! Klse why make each of our bes
singers’ “name a star, his grave a shrine*?

n‘y the accident of birth, the mere temporn |
and local coincidence, comparison of Long-
fellow and Whittier is challenged-—a challewg
which pleasant H appeals to American love of
competition, ow griping a _passion it -
with us! The student values the winning ol
a prize or the attainment of academic “hon-

ors,” more often than not, for the sensation
of having beaten some ozbo‘.u rant. That
igh reward. Iy

is his incentive, th?t his
athietics the thrill of the contest is equalle:
if not surpassed by the plamsant excitement
of the nnprlenenury mnklnr. 5o it is o
some extent even in htuinoa. n social life, in
politios: wo in literature. Each poet has his
“rooters,” happiest when proving their own
man better than |h‘vothor fellow's.
Longfellow and Whittier are subjects for

contrast rather than comparison. ey ?n-
sent fewer common characteristios than points
of difference.  Longfellow’s antecedents were

beokish, Whittier's were uearnl& rncthl
Longfeilow was the traveller, Whittier the
stay-at-home. Longfellow was university
trained, Whittier was self-taught: the one
formally educated, the other left to plot and
follow his own pathe of rﬂdlnf Longfellow
welcomed if he did not seek socid interconrse
Whittier lived much by himself. And vei
bonrfollow touched the masses only intellec-
tually, while Whittier as a reformer was o
force in the nobler polition of his day and
generation. If Whittier's centennial honors
are less heralded than l.onﬁn-llow'u it may
yeot prove to be that the quister stream has
the greater depth and volume, Whittier has
no Harvard to claque him!
ittier's greatnesa restsa upon his Ameri-

canism. There are technical faults in his
work sufficient to break down any but the
most substantial strocture—if anything could
smmpt toleration for Whitman's uncouth,
elibrutelgrh{molm atyle it is surely the
rhymes of Whittier! The words, the themes,
the spirit, all are American. In ‘Whittier one
may parallel in subject and style re, nta-
tive compositions of all representative poets
of America: significantly enough, not only
those contemporaneons with but also
subsequent to himself. He exemplifies the
manysidedness, also the eminent sanity, of
our poets. If we have been without the
furious fire of genius we have certainly not
lacked the glow that lasts. The salt of sin-
cerity has been in our tical diet; and there
are more years in beef and ale than in game
(high) and fancy wines.

Let me suggest a single evening’s reading
for any who in their observation of the Whii-
tier centenary may care to sapplement the
Roetv'u own work with the tributes paid him
d’ other of our poets: Lowell's sonnet, “To

hittier: on his Seventy-fifth (gnhd:y #
Holmes's lines “In Memory of John Greenlear
Whittier”; Taylor's “To John G
tier”: Phebe Cary’s verses, headed simply
with the Quaker poet's name: and L'Envol to
Stedman ‘s collected poems, “Ad Vatem.” T
leaven the loaf compare these genuine ac-
knowledgments with Bret larte's impious
“wequel,” “Mrs. Judge Jenkins.” 1

New Yorx, December 18,

The Laureate of the New Englam Home.

To THE Epitor or THE BUN—8ir: The
fact that it was only on Memorial Day this
yvear that Whittier's name was admitied to
such distinetion as the Hall of Fame on Uni-
versity Heights confers may be taken as an
indication of the battle of standards as to
greatness that prevails among those guar-
dians who sit at the gates to challenge the
worth of all comers, As regards the Ameri-
can people there is no shadow of a doubi
as to whom they acclaim their greatest poets,
and among these is the poet whose legendary
hallads and simple lays of New England life
bring back the scent of clover and of pine,
of birch and fern, the hum of bees, the beauty
of New England hills gnd the charm and com-
fort of the New England home. To one class
of Whittier's admirers “Snow-Bound"” “will
ever remain a picture of home life at its best,
a picture that has a pathetic charm in these
days when the old fashioned home is merely a
memory to such as live in cities, but whose
vouth was spent in scenes that enabled them
to realize in our first AJn-rh-u idyl its truth-
fulness and charm and the living reality of
its picturesque details.  To this perfect idy!
there are n number of companion pictures
in Whittier's verse, including among others
“In School Days,” “Maud Mulier,” "The Bare-
foot Boy," “Mabel Martin,” “My Playmate "
the volume “Among the Hills,” “June the
Merrimack” and others, all redolent of the
hills and woods and farms which every New
Englander knows and loves,

The side of Whittieg's character, poetic
appreciation and insighe shown in such poems
o these ha® endearad him to countiess thow-
sands elsewhere than in New England, for it
remains tene that one touch of nature makes
the whole world kin, and such touches are
‘um of the warp and woof of Whittier's poetry

t was in such homelike themes that his geniis
was most manifest and his superiority in
these to all other American poets might righth
confer upon him the title of Laureate of the
Now England Home. Had he been loft,
perhaps, to his own preferences, uninfiu-
enced by the call of duty, love of humanity
s hatred of wrong and oppression, be
would have heen possibly a more lovable
and rmlp figure, but his impress npon Amer: -
can life and character wonld have been iese
profound, and the rrrnt cause of anti-slavery
would have missed the stirring and inspiring
notes of its Tyrtweus, to whose wmusic s
followers gladly marched to mest the great-
est crisis in Amerioan history.

This I8 but translating into prose what
the poet, under the freedom of anonymity,
has said of himseif in song. In "The Tent
on the Beach”™ Whittier has told in Ailve atanzus
what the best and authorized biography of
the poet relates in two volumes—the resl
story of his later life and aspirations. If a
further condensation is necessary to suir
the exigencies of a time too much oceupied
with present problems to care reatly for

try it would suffice Lo quote the first six
ines of the five stanzas referred to:
And one there was, a dreamer born,
Who, with a mission to fulfl,
Had left the Muses’ haunts 1o turn
he crank of an opinion mill,
Making his rustie reed of song
A weapon In the war with wrong,

It was the inspiration that came from «
«;nt aim that lent a dignity and foree to

hittier's poetry immediately preceding
and during war_time, Some of thess lyrica,
like “Barbara Frietchie," “Laus Deo” and
others, were flame blossoms of war il
showed the spirit of the soldier and the orn
sader rather than the peace loving Quaker,
and it was not until “Snow-Bound” appeared
in 1806 that <he stern moraliet and reformer
returned to ‘he themes he 1oved best. B
he did not return until the battle was wo

be poet and dreamer of Amesbury was ne
he poet of loat, but of winning causes:and
the battle once won, the desire of his heart,
Iike that of Grant, was for peace, Though
the stern antagonisms and hates erggendersd
by the conflict alierated some of his former
admirers and friends, he won them hacl
in the calm nndoxldon afternoon of his life
and song, and t ¥ his place among Ameri-
can singers, despite the rushlight criciemm
s, mey Do eesied os eaare I 1O
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Nkw York, December m,“c“"

Saving His Coantry.
From the Kansas City Times.

Noble Prentls was a maa of small stature, and the
story goes that at the beginoing of the eivil wa
when he sought to eniist as a soldler he was fonnd
to fall several Inches short of the mintmum helght
required by army reguiations and. was ordered 1o
step aslde by the recrulting oMeer. Mr. Prentis
did so reluctantly, muttering as he went: I sup
pose 11l have 10 let my country go to hell because
'm not eight feet tall.”

The recruiting oMeer overheard the remark anid
called him back, sayving, “Young man, you'll do.”
and  Prentls was colisted and mustered Inw (he

service, v
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